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21 TUESDAY Tuesday, 33" Week of Year
Feast of Presentation of Our Lady

Zechariah 2: 14 - 17
Luke 1: 46 - 55
Matt 12: 46 - 50

Today’s feastday celebrates the dedication of Mary to God, in view of her future role as
mother of Christ. It's not an event that the scriptures record. So the gospel we listen to
is a more general one, about discipleship of Jesus. Like what Jesus said elsewhere
about having to “hate” one’s parents and family in order to follow Him, this gospel also
may seem rather harsh and unfeeling. Jesus was busy teaching crowds when
someone came and told Him His mother and relatives were outside and wanted to speak
with Him. He just said to the messenger, “Who’s my mother ? who are my brothers ?”
Then, in a gesture that seems like a blessing, a confirmation, or even an ordination, He
stretched out His hand towards His disciples and pointed to them as being mother and
brothers to Him. He’s saying, strongly, that in the new Kingdom it's not blood-lines and
clan relationships that build the family of God. Anyone who does the will of His Father
in heaven is Jesus’ family. And of course, Our Lady is in fact most outstanding as
someone who does the will of God. It's because of that fact that we honour her and
lovingly recall the time she was presented to the Lord as a child. No doubt on that
gospel occasion Jesus did go to hear what Mary wanted to talk to Him about. But only
after making clear to the listening crowd that her claim to His attention was her faith and
acceptance of God’s will. That’s the new relationship that joins Jesus to all His disciples,
and all of us who belong to His body.
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